Dominican Lenten Prayer for Peace

Week 6, 2008

This week marks the beginning of the 6th year of War on Iraq
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Opening Hymn:  
Here I Am, Lord – (Gather Book #291)
1. I the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. All who dwell in dark and sin

My hand will save.  I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. Who will bear my light to them?  Whom shall I send?

REFRAIN: 
Here I am Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me, 

I will hold your people in my heart.

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. I have wept for love of them, they turn away.  I will break their hearts of stone Give them hearts for love alone.  I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. I will set a feast for them, my hand will save. Finest bread I will provide, till their hearts be satisfied, I will live my life to them. Whom shall I send?
Opening Prayer and Remarks… 
Lord Jesus Christ save us all, who have so much trust in you, from wars, hatred, and oppression.  Make us all learn to live in peace, and educate ourselves for peace, do what is demanded by justice and respect the rights of every person, so that peace may be firmly established.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Call to Repentance:
For the times we have failed to forgive.
Response:  Lord, have mercy.

For the healing of our broken world.

Response:  Christ, have mercy.

In gratitude for a merciful and compassionate God, 

Response:  Lord, have mercy.
Reading:
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 2:2-4) 
          In the days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.  Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”  For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

Psalm 46  
Please respond with, “God is our refuge and strength.”

          God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  (God is..)
        There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High.  God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns.  The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts.  The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.  (God is…)
          Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations he has brought on the earth.  He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fir.  “Be still, and know that I am God!  I am exalted among the nations; I am exalted in the earth.”  The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.  (God is…)

 
Reading:
A Reading from the First Letter of Timothy (1 Timothy 2:1-4)
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.  This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Preaching or Quiet Reflection on God’s Word…
Prayers of Petition
Please respond with, “Lord, hear our prayer.”
For all those who exercise authority in faith or in government, that their service may be inspired by the Spirit …. We pray to the Lord …..

For all God’s people, that mutual charity may be the sign of justice and peace in our midst.  We pray to the Lord …..

For all caught in War, especially our brothers and sisters of Iraq.  We pray to the Lord….
The Lord’s Prayer
Closing Prayer:  
Just and loving God, we are grateful for the example of Jesus, who shows us that peace is more powerful than hate and justice is more lasting than injustice.  Like Jesus, may our modern prophets teach us to be people of peace and bringers of justice.  May we come, through the power of the Holy Spirit, to make our lives a sign of your peace for all the world.  We ask this through Christ Our Lord.  Amen.
Closing Hymn:  On Eagle’s Wings - Gather #261
1. You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in his shadow for life.  Say to the Lord, “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!”

Refrain:  And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand.

2. The snare of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear; under his wings your refuge, his faithfulness your shield.

3. You need not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day; though thousands fall about you. Near you it shall not come.

4. For to his angels he’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways. Upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.

